
     
 

 
  

 

   
  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cambian Wisbech School trip report                            Date: May 23-27th 

 Outcomes: 

History 

I can explain how 

crime and 

punishment has 

changed since 

Roman times. 

I can explain 

crime and 

punishment in the 

early modern 

period 

 

 

 

This half-term we have been looking at the history of crime and punishment in 

Britain. We started off with the Roman times, where the first real organised 

attempt at punishing crimes in Britain was first introduced. We have then moved 

through the Anglo Saxon and Viking Periods, through the Norman, medieval 

and Tudor periods before moving onto the more modern era of Victorian times. 

This week we have been looking at how more and more crimes were 

committed from the 17th century onwards, some of this was to do with an ever 

growing population and some of it due to the fact that the people were getting 

poorer and more desperate. The children have learnt that in 1688 fifty crimes 

were punishable by death but by the early 1800’s there were over 200 crimes 

that would receive the death penalty. These included cutting down a small tree, 

stealing 5 shillings and even damaging Westminster Bridge; the children were 

shocked. We will finish the unit by looking at the Victorian times and then 

making comparison with how crime and punishment is dealt with in the 21st 

century. The children also visited the old Goal house in King’s Lynn to see some 

real life torture devices and learn more about this fascinating subject. 

 

   

Quotes: 

                  

                                       

Punishments were 

much harsher in 

Tudor times. 

I can’t believe they gave 

the death penalty for so 

many crimes.  



     
 

 

 

Everyone has a personal best    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


