The Spring Hill Spotlight!

Deoe Parenly ands Carery;

A% we approach the Easter break, | am reflecting on just haw busy this Spring Term has
been, The children and staff are exbasted and In need of a well-earned rest] We are all
looking forward to this opportunity to relax and re-energise. OF Course, as ever, our
termby Showoass Day is a fantastic way to celebrate the successes of the recent past and
for those of you who are unable to make the event, | hope this edition of the Spring Hill
Spotlight fills you with the same level of pride | have in the fantastic achievements of the
students.

In preparation for exam season, some of our staff have recehned training to support JOOQ
exam imvigilator status and Melissa Hevwsome [our wonderful receptionist) has been for-
mally trained to Examinations Officer status - well done Melissal We are confident that
our unannounced inspection from the JCOQ regulators will recognise our outstanding prac-
tice in this regard.

Wi like to think of Spring Hill a5 & progressive school and it has certainly been interesting
for me as a schoal leader to read the key points of the Government”'s white and green
papers which detail thelr education strategy for the next 10 years, Whilst we are a whol-
Iy independent schoal, | Like to think that Spring Hill plays its’ part in offering the best
quality of education and support for its* children and young people, For thode of you
wishing to read further, please find respective links below; | am sure that many of you
will be able to relate to the summary findings of the Green Paper and it will be intenest-
ing ta see if the propesed changes come into effect quickly, Mamy of us are relieved to
see one of the proposals Is to Introduce a standardised and digitised EHCP process and
template to minimise bureaucracy and deliver consistency given the levels of variability |
terms of guality and content we currently have to manage.

White Paper Link:

tehools White Papsr delivers real action to level up education - GOV.UE {wnw. gov, uk]

Green Paper Link:

Summary of the SEHD review; right support, right place, right time - GOV, LUK
[whird. @ove. ik

We say ?Qd'byt ta Mona Gigris, Learning Support Assistant at the end of term. Mona has
mace a huge difference to many of our chitdren being kind and supportive and will be
much missed; we all wish her well for the future, We have also said goodbye to Chipe
Reuben, our Business Finance Manager who has moved down south 1o support ancther
Cambian setting. Again, we wish her the very best and congratulate her and her husband
on the news that they are expecting a baby in September.  Whilst we have said goodbye
to staff, we are looking forward to welcoming new L5A's and a new Pastoral Lead; more
ko comie in the next newsletter] What | can say i that we are looking forward to working
with our new recruits to broaden the curriculum further, particularly in the ares of Out-
doar Pursults. ‘Watch this space...

Al that rermains is for me to wish you a fabulous Easter break, ‘'We look forward to wel-
coming students back to school on Monday 17 April ‘23,

Bagt wishes,
Sevi Coumpinell:
Principal
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Dates for Your

Diary 2022/23
Monday 17th

April

School Reopens to
Students

Monday 1st May

BANK HOLIDAY-
SCHOOL CLOSED

Monday Bth May

BANK HOLIDAY-
SCHOOL CLOSED

Monday 29th May-
Friday 4th June

Half Term

Monday 5th June

School Reopens to
students

Tuesday 25th July
School Closes for
Summer @ 1pm




ISTART

newsletter
Spring 2023
iSTART What is it?
Programme .

o The ISTART Programme |5 a targeted induction programme for all our studants at Cambian
H’] dUCﬂ'ﬂﬂ speing Mill School (CSHS). Over a period of 6-12 weeks or less {depending on the individual],
studams will be supported by a specific team to allow them to settle, famillarse themsehes
Student with their environment and expectations, build relationships with key staff and undertake a

range af scademic and therapeutlc assessments in order 1@ prepare them for learming.
Placing the child's needs at the centre, we take this time to urderstand what is important to the
Th Erﬂpy them, their parents andfor carers and how we can improve their quality of life. We want 1o

ASSE'SSm ent | wdouchly what they want to leam|

RE view placement ai C5HS requires a level of commitment from both the schood and the individual and
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Tfﬂﬂﬁfﬁﬂﬂ possible outcomes for that young person,

the apoortunily to swcceed and reach thelr potentiall

kriver what they are interested in, what they are motivated by, how they want to be supparted

We wand to know i peeor learndng Information is correct, il their EHCP tasgets are still
appropeiste and most Importantly, i we can continue to meet thelr needs, A successful

therefore & imperative that this process gives us the right information to achieve the best

The: firal adm of this process |s to ensure a young persen transitions i 1o the most appropriate
class, receives the correct suppart, access an appropriate yet challenging curviculum and is given

We have had a busy term in iISTART. Jamie, Thomas, James and Oliver stayed in iSTART for
the first half term before transitioning to a completely new class for the second half term. It
has taken them a while to settle there, they still have some Quality of Life sessions in the
ISTART room and are welcome to visit when they want to. Alex joined ISTART in lanuary so
had a few weeks getting to know the others, they all became good friends and Alex missed
them when they moved on but she has a new class mate in Jacob who joined us for the second
half term. It has also been guite busy with students on trial day assessments, so everyone
has had to cope with lots of changes which we know is not ideal but it is good to be able to
offer these trials as part of the iSTART service. Each student has completed the online GL
assessments, many questionnaires and also some clinical assessments such as 5alT, OT and
Clinical Pyschology. It has been such a pleasure to get to know these amazing students, we
have had lots of fun during this term too as well as lots of hard work, Well done to all the
students who have passed through iSTART and those who are still on this journey.
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SWIMMING AT BRIMHAMS
RIPON

Each week Brax swims at Ripon swimming
baths. Initially he did not want to go as he was
too nervous, but now he goes every week with a
friend and has even begun talking about going
by himself in the pool one day. He loves
collecting sinks at the bottom of the pool and is
FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD! working on swimming one length unaided.
Qur cooking skills are improving all the time
and we are getting braver near things such as
the oven. We chop, slice, crack, fry, peel,
measure, roll, boil, poach, scramble and even do
the washing up! Excellent work everyone.
ol i [— &

BIRCHFIELD FARM

As part of our science and QOL curriculum we
visited Birchfield Farm in Summerbridge . While
there we saw pigs, sheep, cows, ponies, horses,
goats and guinea pigs. We were able to feed the
newly born lambs and learnt about how to take
care of them. We ended with some fun on the
bouncy castle and the playground.

Of course, cooking is
always best at the end
when you can do the
eating.




SHROVE TUESDAY

We talked about Lent and discussed what
things people may give up and why, and then
had a pancake flip off followed by a pancake
race. Milo the dog was the clear winner, but
then she wasn't holding a pancake.
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DOG WALKING

Once a week Brax takes Milo for a little walk
around campus. He also gets to spend some
time cuddling her and teaching her some tricks.
She listens to him so he must be doing a great
job!

ACCESSING THE
COMMUNITY

Brax goes to town weekly where he gets out or
renews his library books, gets popcorn for his
business, and gets any ingredients he needs for

his cooking that week.
oy
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LEEDS ROYAL ARMOURIES

We were lucky enough to be invited on a history
trip to the Leeds Royal Armouries. We were able
to look at the different weapons throughout

history and learnt quite a bit. We loved seeing

the different armour, but weren’t too impressed

by the fighting; we felt we could do a better




March 2023

ENGLISH

|zaac has been reading The Explorer by
Katherine Rundell and has produced some
excellent writing using it as inspiration,
Alongside some drama he also made his own
raft using some of the ideas from the book.
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FOOD TASTING

Part of cocking is tasting and developing our
palate and breadth of foods that we are
interested in. Brax has been tasting a range of
different fruit and vegetables and has used this
to then design a range of smoothies for the
class to try. They were well received by
everyone.

HORSE RIDING

Some of use go horse riding each week, Qur
favourites are Domino and Fudge.

VALENTINES DISCO
We went to go the Valentines Disco and had a
bit of a dance and chat with other people in the
school.




March 2023

BUSINESS ENTERPRISE

Brax has set up two businesses this term. The
first is a popcorn making and selling business.
Every Wednesday he makes the popcorn then
goes around school selling it for 50p per bag.
He then makes sure he collects the money and
gives the correct change, Each week he needs
to reinvest his money in getting new stock and
then at the end of the term he will be able to
calculate profit.

Alongside that he is setting up a car washing
business, First steps have been to get the
caorrect equipment and learn how to wash cars
to a good enough level. Stage 2 will be to begin
to wash clients cars for a small charge and then
as he builds his business up and gets good
feedback, he will be able to start charging
mare.

JORVIK

We visited Jorvik Viking Museum where we
learnt all about the history of York and the
Viking settlement there. We loved the ride that
we went on, even though there were some
questionable smells!

JORVIK

VIEIHNG - CENTRLE
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The class have been learning
about 'Positive Friendships'
and investigating if it is easy
to be a good friend all of the
time. The class played a
friendship game where they
had to answer various
friendship ‘'dilemmas'. The
answer they gave then
decided how many spaces
forwards or backwards they
moved!

3EH have really improved their
skills in Food Technology this
term. They are planning their
meals and organising equipment
independently. They  have
become connoisseurs when

| conducting taste tests and are

able to evaluate their dishes.




Alex G and Taylor have
been enjoying riding this
term. They have made
good progress - being
able to walk, trot and
canter independently.

3EH made "Spaghetti Towers' to Investigate
the strength of different structures, shapes
and materials. Although the activity was
rather messy, the class were able to
recognise how different structures and
engineering processes are important
throughout our everyday lives



Jack represented Studley in the
House Chess Competition. He played
extremely well and finished third, He
was the youngest player as the other
competitors were in key stages 4 and
5. Well done, Jack - great effort!

World Book Day 2023 consisted of
designing a potato book character!
Using lots of different materials, the
students came up with some
fantastic design ideas.



Alex G is really enjoying his ‘in-house' work
experience. He is designing and creating display
boards around school that capture the learning of
our students, He is sourcing relevant information and
taking photographs independently. They look great!

£
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SPRING NEWSLETTER

HAPPY EASTER

FROM ALL STUDEMTS AND STAFF

In DT Fin did some research for a
future project based on
skateboards. They will continue
this with some ideas based on
‘steampunk’

They researched, designed and made an Automata model. The ship rides up and down
with the use of ‘'Cams’ hidden inside the unit

[ Sometimes we need a restl

|, When we have worked hard, we like
to have a litthe time relaxing. It helps
us getting ready for the next lesson.

Above- English teacher and form
tutor Ursula and student Patrick take
a break from exam preparation.
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STEM

Most pupils have taken part in House STEM activities. PE games
have included baskethall, racket challenges and Danish Longball,

STEM activities have included map challenges, building with
cocktall sticks and blu tack, build towers with paper and Sellotape
and maths puzzles

Tuck shop

Our new Friday tuck shop is a great success with
our students helping to deliver and sell many
items, We clearly have some budding
entreprensurs in our midst....

In Science, pupils have chosen the topic of
Space. This has included studying Black
Holes and the Universe. They have looked
at the formation of the Earth and made
models of the layers within the Earth. How
the atmosphere formed and changes over
time was successfully explained. This topic
will continue after the Easter break




This term has been a big one for the members of
CI/RB as they moved down from iSTART to Pines |
after half term. They have all done really well |
adjusting to new enviranments and a busier
timetable.

We've also been getting out
into the community, with a
trip to Morrison's to work
on Quality of Life skills and
also trying new things.

A
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Part of their new timetable has been Food
Technology, which everyone seems to be
enjoying. They've been making waffles,
macaroni cheese, burgers and more!
Ithough they haven't been willing to share
' much ...
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The boys have really been joining in with
whole school activities, participating in
lunch clubs, house activities and the
Valentines Disco,
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What have 5CL been'
up to this term?

It's been a busy term for 5
CL as we head into the fina
term for students at Spring
Hill with students having:
Interviews

Exams

. House Competitions
And a Valentines Disco!




1ouse ess competition ‘J

wo students from our class took part Iy
in the house half term competition Y .
which was chess this time. One
reached the final and the other VI
finished 4th. | was very impressed = \
=

with both the level of play and the
sportsmanship shown, particularly ,
towards the younger students. Well ?i 2 - ‘ * "

Next Year Preparatlo

| All'the students in the class are
'|" preparing to leave Spring Hill at the en
" of this year and as such have had to

undertake a variety of activities as the
get ready for the next steps they are

CDOklng taking. These have included days out t
Three of our class have been college to look around and various

completing a variety of different interviews for apprenticeships
and for colleges. Well done to the

different cooking this term
) i
including a BTEC exam! They SCOnS IDRAoMg IS

iave been doing different main
ind desert dishes and the final
results have been excellent
across the board.
Valentines Day Disco

Students got the opportunity to enjoy a disco on the final da
of last half term. There were some lovely themed decorations




As a class we have done a \rnrluty of mlngu around accessing the Bﬂ-l'l'll‘l'll.ll‘lﬂ]l’ this term. Both Isaac and
Kian have worked on visiting supermarkets. Kian has worked on talking to staff members, finding his way
around the suparmarket and paying for items at the till. Isaac has worked his way up to nnturing the shop

and visiting the café. Jordan and Hlan have worked on travel skills and been on a train and a bus. They

both did well asking for their own tickets and Jordan planned the journeys independently himself too.

In March we enjoyed a trip to Birchfield farm as a tutor group. We had the
opportunity to feed the lambs, stroke some Guinea pigs, miniature ponies
and donkeys. We saw some goats, pigs and plglets as well as enjoying
time in the park and on the bouncy castles. It was a lovely day of many
firsts for some of our students.

GUALITY OF LIFE

We have looked at a variety of things during our quality of life
sessions together. We have looked at launtry, laundry labels
and how to load laundry, put the washing machine on and hang
out the washing. |1saac and Kian were getting quite good at
this! We have looked at money and change, huthsaan and

work out how much money they have. We have aln -aupll:-md

shops including what items you can buy from different shops
\ and different jobs roles within supermarkets. This was
sarticularly useful during our visits to the supermarket!




Forest School newsletter - Spring 2023

This term has seen lots of developments in Forest School, with another member of staff who has started
her ferest school leader training. This additional training has enabled us to open up more sessions for
a lot more students. We are now offering bespoke 1:1 sessions for some students as well as the group
spssions, We are also developing the site, and have built a wood store and are currently having some
windbreaks built around the site which is going to make it much more ‘cosy” when the weather is bad,

Storm Otto damaged our parachute so we had to have a new one installed, but wearé utilising the ald
ane and we will recycle it into shelter building kits. We are also constructing some additional shelters in
the woods using different technigues. There's lots of ongoing clearing of dead wood going on as well,
Students all have a cholce in the activities they do each session, one group particularly enjoys just Baing
in the woods and playing their own games. Another group enjoys just being together around the
campfire and some students really like splitting wood with the bill hook and mallet, We are having to
make more mallets as our original one is now looking a bit battered. Forest School will continue to
develop over the next term and we are very proud of all the work the students do around the site
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What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

IPADS

Apple debwted the firsd iPad in 2000, kickstarting the tablet market, and & remalms the best-selling lablot 19 this day,
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SET CONTENT AND PRIVACY RESTRICTIONS A\ = TRACK IT DOWN
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