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Welcome to May’s newsletter. We hope you all had a very happy and safe Easter break and that you have some fun and exciting 

plans ahead for the Coronation. 
As usual this newsletter has been designed to support and advise Parents and Carers of both Primary and Secondary school 

children, and therefore trust your personal judgement to share what you feel will be relevant information with your child/s. 

Operation Sceptre: Knife Crime awareness week of action

Operation Sceptre (#operationsceptre) is a National Campaign to target knife related crime by 
raising awareness amongst communities and to encourage everyone to understand the risks and how you can help to 
reduce these offences and keep people safe. 

During the Week of Action, which starts w/c Monday 15th to Sunday 21st May 2023 or over coming weeks, your 
child may receive a presentation in school which highlights the risks and consequences and how they can keep 
themselves and others safe by reporting any concerns. There will also be advice, updates and key messages posted 
via the Cambridgeshire Constabulary Facebook, Twitter and Instagram pages. A key message that Cambridgeshire 
Constabulary will focus upon is to raise awareness on Joint Enterprise.

Joint Enterprise is a UK LAW that allows more than one person to be charged and convicted of a crime, irrespective 
of who committed it. What this means is that an individual will be considered as a guilty party of a crime that another 
person committed where there is sufficient evidence to prove that they were working together or that they had 
awareness that a crime was intended to occur.

Examples of how you could be found guilty of a violent criminal offence under Joint Enterprise are as follows:
• If you were part of a group and someone in that group harms someone with a knife or other weapon. 
• If you were supporting the attacker’s actions by verbal and/or physical encouragement. 
• If you knew that the person who made the attack was going to start violence but you did nothing to prevent it (such 

as inform the police/school staff/other authorities).

Further guidance for parents and carers in relation to knife harm can be found by downloading this link from The Ben 
Kinsella Trust benkinsella.org.uk/resources-for-parents/

If you know someone is carrying a knife you can report this anonymously by following this link: how-to-report-a-crime/

https://benkinsella.org.uk/resources-for-parents/
https://www.cambs.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
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Nitrous Oxide Canisters: Parent and Carers awareness

We have recently covered this subject in a previous newsletter, however, sadly there is a need to highlight
this issue again.

Nationally, Police forces are receiving increasing reports of the harmful effects caused from Nitrous Oxide
misuse. In addition to the widely reported risks of accidents while under the influence of this gas, there
are increasing hospital reports of young people with serious nerve damage that may be lasting.

Other risks include: Slowing of body and brain response, headaches and dizziness.

Nitrous Oxide is a colourless gas that is commonly found in pressurised metal cannisters and is usually
inhaled using a balloon. It is often referred to as laughing gas, balloons, smart whips or NOS.

It is more dangerous inhaling directly from the canister as too much NOS can make you feel faint, lose
consciousness or suffocate. It can cause spasm of the throat muscle and stop a person from breathing.

There is more information for young people and their families and carers at www.talktofrank.com.

The link below provides more information and advice: N20-briefing-for-professionals-v1.0-DrugWatch-
version.pdf (michaellinnell.org.uk)

For local advice, information and support around Nitrous oxide misuse please contact the local 
commissioned treatment services:-

Cambridgeshire Young People’s Drug/alcohol Service- CASUS 01480 445316 Service detail | CPFT NHS 
Trust
Cambridgeshire Adult Drug and Alcohol Service- Change Grow Live (CGL) 0300 5550101 
www.changegrowlive.org/drug-alcohol-service-cambridgeshire
Peterborough Drug and Alcohol Service (All Age)- Change Grow Live (CGL ASPIRE) 01733 895624 
www.changegrowlive.org/aspire-recovery-peterborough

If you have concerns that someone may have inhaled these, please contact 111 for medical advice or 
999 in an emergency

http://www.talktofrank.com/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michaellinnell.org.uk%2Fresources%2Fdownloads%2FN20-briefing-for-professionals-v1.0-DrugWatch-version.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7Cc67d7beaf4f64d6362d208dae3a26292%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638072584295368329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1fKymbOsRmF5faT94f0xFKZMdwDDVZ2gItXve3kOA3g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michaellinnell.org.uk%2Fresources%2Fdownloads%2FN20-briefing-for-professionals-v1.0-DrugWatch-version.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7Cc67d7beaf4f64d6362d208dae3a26292%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638072584295368329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1fKymbOsRmF5faT94f0xFKZMdwDDVZ2gItXve3kOA3g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpft.nhs.uk%2Fservice-detail%2Fservice%2Fcambridgeshire-child-and-adolescent-substance-use-service-casus-180%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7Cc67d7beaf4f64d6362d208dae3a26292%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638072584295368329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TXz1%2FeULIta%2BOHdprDJ7l6tv1%2B8Dp406gHFKxJhTEHU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cpft.nhs.uk%2Fservice-detail%2Fservice%2Fcambridgeshire-child-and-adolescent-substance-use-service-casus-180%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7Cc67d7beaf4f64d6362d208dae3a26292%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638072584295368329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TXz1%2FeULIta%2BOHdprDJ7l6tv1%2B8Dp406gHFKxJhTEHU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.changegrowlive.org%2Fdrug-alcohol-service-cambridgeshire&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7Cc67d7beaf4f64d6362d208dae3a26292%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638072584295368329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=osRORSFAL0cjElP9IL6wP2Lq4Yai%2F6Qfwe5glfmGAck%3D&reserved=0
http://www.changegrowlive.org/aspire-recovery-peterborough
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We would love to hear your feedback & comments. 
You can contact the team via our email

SchoolsandCYP@cambs.police.uk
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ECOPS –Local Policing Neighbourhood Alerts 
This year, Cambridgeshire Constabulary are celebrating the 20-year anniversary of eCops. 

eCops began back in 2003 when an East Chesterton Sergeant wanted a way to keep local 
residents informed and up to date with what police were doing in their area. It started as a simple 
email to all East Chesterton residents and has developed and grown over the past 20 years to an 
advanced system used by around 19,000 people across the county. 

It is free and easy to sign up, and subscribers can register according to their location and interests, 
reducing information overload and ensuring that they receive targeted alerts that are focused and 
relevant to them. Messages can include crime news, information about crime happening locally, 
crime prevention advice, details about local incidents and appeals for help in reducing crime in the 
county. Members can also reply to alerts, providing a quick and easy two-way 
communication between yourself and your local officers. You can tell us about your concerns to 
help us police your neighbourhoods effectively.

As a parent / carer to a young person in Cambridgeshire, we recommend that everyone subscribes 
to eCops to be more aware of crime happening in your area, therefore being in a better position to 
protect yourself and your family against crime. 

Sign up in seconds at www.ecops.org.uk

Kids Safety Net Workshop : Free online workshop for Parents and 
Carers

We have recently introduced our readers to the NSPCC KIDS SAFETY NET campaign which is a 
multi-agency campaign for Cambridgeshire & Peterborough supporting parents and carers to help 
keep children safe in their online world. 

Partners have come together for a six-month campaign with the aim of supporting parents and 
carers to enable you to feel confident in talking about online safety to your children and young 
people.
Here is a reminder of further dates that are available: 
Wednesday 03rd May 7pm to 8pm 
Thursday 11th May 4pm to 5pm

For further information or to book your place on this event please follow this link:  Kids 
Safety Net Workshop Tickets, Multiple Dates | Eventbrite

mailto:SchoolsandCYP@cambs.police.uk
http://www.ecops.org.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fkids-safety-net-workshop-tickets-589259740747%3Futm_source%3Deventbrite%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dpost_publish%26utm_content%3DshortLinkNewEmail&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7C88110a6db51b4746835308db3a9af89c%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638168209502196301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pEyc1siJZg8XCb9BFsGMLt2pDyTD6px3%2BXmcZiEb9UQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fkids-safety-net-workshop-tickets-589259740747%3Futm_source%3Deventbrite%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dpost_publish%26utm_content%3DshortLinkNewEmail&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Parsons%40cambs.police.uk%7C88110a6db51b4746835308db3a9af89c%7Ca3c59d1bb8f142999d6a39ad8f570422%7C0%7C0%7C638168209502196301%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pEyc1siJZg8XCb9BFsGMLt2pDyTD6px3%2BXmcZiEb9UQ%3D&reserved=0
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