
Cambian Great Dunmow School Marks VE Day 

 with Reflection, Remembrance and Creativity 

 

Students at Cambian Great Dunmow School took part in a powerful and immersive 
celebration of Victory in Europe (VE) Day, combining history, creativity and personal 
reflection to mark the anniversary of the end of World War II in Europe. 

The day offered pupils a chance to connect deeply with the past through a range of 
engaging activities. Learners designed their own medals and commemorative coins, 
inspired by those awarded to servicemen and women in recognition of their bravery 
and sacrifice. Each design reflected themes of peace, courage and remembrance, 
and were proudly displayed across the school. 

In the spirit of tradition, pupils also baked a classic English Victoria sponge cake, 
learning how simple, shared experiences like baking brought comfort and unity 
during difficult times. 

One of the most moving moments of the day came when pupils received a letter 
from a World War II veteran, offering a personal and heartfelt reflection on what VE 
Day meant to those who lived through it. The letter described the emotion, relief, and 
pride felt on that historic day in 1945, helping pupils understand the profound human 
impact of the war. 

 

A Year 10 pupil shared: 

“Reading the veteran’s letter made it feel real. It wasn’t just history—it was 
someone’s life’. 

 

The school’s communal dining hall was transformed into a space for remembrance, 
decorated with archival images of VE Day celebrations from 1945. These visual 
stories prompted meaningful conversations among students about the joy and loss 
experienced by so many across the country. 

 

Headteacher, Carrie-Ann Gibbs praised the pupils for their respectful 
engagement: 

“This was a truly special day for our school community. Our students showed 
empathy, curiosity and a deep sense of appreciation as they explored the 
importance of VE Day. The letter from the veteran in particular brought history 
to life in a way no textbook ever could.” 

 



Cambian Great Dunmow School’s VE Day commemoration was a reminder that 
history is not just something we learn—it's something we carry forward, through 
understanding, gratitude, and the values we instil in the next generation. 

(letter attached)  

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 Ret��� yo�� VE Ma�l le���r� to:  
Mer��n Ker�� 
VE Ma�l 
PO Box 1615 
PE���B��O��H 
PE2 2B� 

 
De�r f�i��d�, 
 
I wa� ju�� 14 ye��� ol� w�e� wa� wa� de���r��. I wa� ev���a��d f�o� Lon��� to t�e 
So�t�-Wes� of En��an� aw�� f�o� t�e Ger��� Bom���s, bu� I re���n�� ho�� no� lo�� a��r 
as t�e bo���n� ha��’t ye� be���. My fa���r co���r��� o�r co�� ce���r in�� an a�r-ra�� s�e�t�� 
wi�� bu��s an� a fo�� s�o�� an� we s�e�t a lo� of ti�� t�e�� ov�� t�o�� mo��h�.  
  
Jus� e�g�� da�� a��r I le� co���g� - I re����ed a le���r ca���n� me fo� t�a���n� in Lan���s���e, 
Sco���n�. A lo�� wa� f�o� Lon���! A�er o�r in���a� t�a���n�, we we�� ga���r�� an� as���n�� to 
un���. We we�� ne��� ca���d b� na��, on�� b� nu���r. As� an� ve����n, an� I be� t�e�’l� 
re���b�� t�e��s.  
 
In Jun� 1944, ag�� 19, I la���d in Fra��� as pa�� of t�e D-Day in����on of Nor���d�. I wa� 
te���fi�d. It to�� 14 ho��� to c�o�s t�e c�a�n��, an� a��r I la���d on t�e be���, I ma�� m� 
wa� in���d to se���h fo� a su����le p�a�� to bu��� up a s�o�k of 1,000 ve���l�� of al� ki��s to 
su��l� t�e fo���r� un���. At fir�� we oc����ed a Cha���u, a be���i��l Fre��h ca��l�, bu� it wa� 
fu�� of Ger��� bo��� t�a�s. The�� we�� ex���s��e� hi���n in bo���, t�e pi��� an� ev�� in t�e 
to����s.  
 
Lif� wa� to���. I s�e�t un��� ve���l�� an� in ma���h�� s�e�t���. Bec���e of m� Jew��� fa���, I 
co���n’t e�t re����r ar�� ra����s an� su���v�� mo��l� on ti���d pe����s an� w�a� I co��� 
co��l� to���h��. 
 

 



 
 

 
In s��in� 1945, I ar����d ne�� Ber���-Bel��� co���n���ti�� ca�� ju�� a��r it� li����ti��. I 
me� ma�� of t�e su���v���—Jew��� pe���� s�i�l in s��ip�� un����m�, s�a�v��� an� f�a��. The� we�� 
wa���n� to t�e ne���y s�a���n ho���g to me�� so����e w�o ha� ne�� of t�e�� ho�� or t�e�� 
fa���y. I ga���r�� c�o��l��e ra����s f�o� m� fe���w so����r� to gi�� aw��.  
 
I mi���d VE Day. I wa� on a se���� t�a�� fo� 36 ho��� wi�� di���d li��t� an� bo����d up 
wi���w�. I ha� no id�� w�a� wa� ha���n��� in t�e wo��d o�t���e t�a� ca����ge. Whe� we 
ar����d in Bru��� on 9 May, t�e�� wa� mu��� an� pe���� we�� da���n� in t�e s��e�t�. A lo��� 
to�� me t�e wa� wa� ov��. I jo���� in fo� a qu��� da���—an� t�e� be��� m� jo����y ho��. 
 
I ar����d ba�� in Lon��� e�r��e� t�a� ex���t��. I ra�� t�e do����l� an� m� mo���r an���r��. 
She lo���� at me an� sa��, <Can I he�� yo�?=—s�e di��’t re���n��e me a��r m� ti�� at wa�. 
The wa� in Eur��� wa� ov��, bu� we we���’t re����ed f�o� t�e ar��. I wa� to�� I’d be se�� to 
in���� t�e be����s of Jap��, bu� t�e da� be���� I wa� du� to t�a��l, Jap�� su���n���ed. 
In��e�d, I wa� po���d to Eg��t, w�e�� it wa� ve�� ho� an� I fe�� il� wi�� d��en���y. 
 
Whe� I wa� fina��y ho�� fo� go��, ad���t��� to ev���d�� li�� wa� no� e�s�. I t�i�� to fin� a jo� 
t�a� ma��h�� t�e s�i�l� I’d de����pe� du���g m� se���c�, bu� it wa� diffi���t. The�� we�� so ma�� 
yo��� me� li�� me, al� lo����g fo� wo�� at t�e sa�� ti��. 
 
Dur��� t�e wa�, I se���d al���s��e pe���� f�o� diff����t c�a�s��, re����on�, ag�� an� pa��s of t�e 
co���r�, in���� t�e wo��d. Tog����r we le����d ab��� re����en��, re���n���il��� an� ho� to s�a� 
s��on�. It ta��� a lo� of s��en��h to ac����e pe��� an� we s�o��d�’t ro���t��i�� wa� an� 
vi����ce.  
I tu���d 100 la�� ye�� an� I s�i�l vi��� s��o�l� to s�a�� m� s�o�y wi�� yo��� pe���� li�� yo�. Now 
mo�� t�a� ev��, it is im���t��� t�a� we do�’t le� t�e le���n� of wa� fa�� aw��. 
 
Wit� wa���s� wi���s, 
Mer��n  
 
D-Day Vet����, Mer��n Ker��, ag�� 100 

 


