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‘Outstanding’ Cambian
Whinfell School celebrates

ambian Whinfell School in
Kendal, Cumbria is
celebrating a remarkable

achievement following its most
recent Ofsted inspection. It was
awarded an Outstanding rating
across all areas for the fifth
consecutive time.

In fact, Cambian Whinfell School
is proud to be one of the UK’s
longest-standing specialist SEN
schools with a continuous track
record of over 20 years of
Outstanding Ofsted-rated provision.

Care and support

This recognition reflects the
school’s excellence in residential
education with the exceptional care
and therapeutic support delivered
247 through the school’s
integrated residential setting.

As a specialist environment for
young people with Autism
Spectrum Conditions (ASC) and
associated needs, Whinfell provides
more than just a school — it offers a
safe, nurturing home where young
people grow in confidence, build life
skills, and experience real progress
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both in and beyond the classroom.
Ofsted inspectors praised:

e Outstanding care, support and
personal development through our
residential provision

@ A nurturing and inclusive home-
from-home where pupils feel
valued, understood and empowered

@ A strong focus on independence,
emotional regulation, and life
beyond school
Residential staff work hand-in-

hand with education and

therapeutic teams to provide
continuity, consistency and
compassion every step of the way.

Nurturing and inclusive
Led by Principal Paddy Sandham,
Cambian Whinfell School was
commended for fostering a
nurturing and inclusive environment
where every pupil is valued,
understood, and empowered to
succeed. Ofsted noted that many
students experience their first true
success in education at Whinfell,
thanks to the school’s bespoke and
ambitious curriculum.

“This Outstanding rating is a
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testament to the hard work and
dedication of our staff, who tirelessly
support our young people in
overcoming barriers to learning. We
believe every young person is unique,
and our tailored approach ensures that
they can achieve their true potential.”
- Paddy Sandham, Principal

The report emphasised how
Whinfell School empowers its
students to “believe in
themselves, take risks, and see a
positive future”. Through close
collaboration with families and
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professionals, the school supports
every young person’s journey
towards greater confidence,
independence, and opportunity.

Looking ahead

With this Outstanding recognition,
Cambian Whinfell School remains
focused on continuous
improvement. The school’s
priorities include further embedding
reading and numeracy standards,
enhancing preparation for
adulthood pathways, and ongoing
staff development to maintain
excellence in teaching and care.
“We are proud of how far our
students come, both academically
and personally. This achievement
reflects not just the work of our team,
but the incredible progress made by
our young people every day.”

— Paddy Sandham, Principal ®
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This achievement
reflects the
incredible progress
made by our young
people every day”
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More about Cambian Whinfell School
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E Cambian Whinfell School, part of the Cambian Group, is an independent specialist
residential school based in Kendal, Cumbria. The school supports boys aged 7 to 19
with Autism Spectrum Conditions and associated needs, providing a personalised
and ambitious education that prepares them for lifelong success. For more
information, please visit our website by scanning our QR code with your phone.
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